
EYFS profile exemplification 
for the level of learning and 
development expected  
at the end of the EYFS 

Understanding the world 

ELG13 – People and communities

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and 
in the lives of family members. They know that other children 
don’t always enjoy the same things, and are sensitive to this.  
They know about similarities and differences between themselves 
and others, and among families, communities and traditions.
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Exemplification of expected descriptors 

This document demonstrates national standards for one of the 17 early years foundation 
stage (EYFS) profile early learning goals (ELGs). It shows the level of learning and 
development expected at the end of the EYFS. 

The collection of evidence in this document illustrates the ‘expected’ descriptor. No one piece 
of evidence meets the ELG as a standalone item; together they illustrate the pitch and 
breadth of a particular ‘expected’ level of learning and development. 

This document illustrates how information can be gathered to support EYFS profile 
judgements using a variety of evidence and forms of presentation. However there is no 
prescribed method of gathering evidence, nor any expectation that it should be recorded as 
shown in this document. The exemplification is not intended to be an exhaustive list for 
schools to follow.  

The examples in this collection include ‘one off’ observations, samples of children’s work, 
photographs and contributions from parents. Many methods of recording a child’s attainment 
are not included in this exemplification for practical reasons (for example video recordings). 
Practitioners will also build up a significant professional knowledge of each child which will 
not be recorded but which must be considered when EYFS profile judgements are made. 

When completing an EYFS profile, practitioners should make a best-fit judgement for each 
ELG. Practitioners must consider the entirety of each ELG, taking an holistic view of the 
descriptor in order to create the most accurate picture of the child’s overall embedded 
learning. Sections of each descriptor must not been seen in isolation. 

Exemplification material should always be viewed in the context of a specific aspect of 
learning in order to retain an accurate focus. However, practitioners should be aware that a 
child’s learning and development are not compartmentalised. Focusing on one aspect of 
learning will shed light on several other related areas.  

The information in this document should not be regarded as either exclusive or inclusive of 
any child, no matter what their background or family circumstances. It is intended to be used 
without bias, preference or discrimination and schools and practitioners must ensure that 
they operate within all aspects of the statutory EYFS framework.  
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Celebrations

Context: During Circle Time there had 
been a discussion about the different 
festivals celebrated by children. 
Children made the following comments 
after a circle time discussion.
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Alex made and 

tasted pea soup. 

Alex said it tasted 

better than the soup 

he made at Nursery
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M visits her caravan each 

weekend in Bournmouth. She 

talks enthusiastically about 

going on the beach and taking 

sun cream.

I’ve got a bath with jets in .  

You press the button and it all 

shoots out.

It’s my idea to make a church. 

I’ve put a candle for the prayers.

My house is in (village name)

On village walk stated  

‘I like the houses, but it’s  

very smelly in some places’.

M recalled events from her 

holiday.

She explained that a seal had 

been washed up on the beach. 

She also described the jelly  

fish (It had tentacles).

When looking at a baby 

photograph of M’s friend 

commented ‘She looks tiny 

there, and now she has grown. 

She had dark brown hair like 

mine, now she has blonde hair’.

In the role play area M said  

‘We are going to try on our 

dresses today because my 

aunty is getting married. The 

boys can’t see how pretty we are 

so they have to wait downstairs. 

She is getting married at a 

church far away’.
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