


UKS2 

Reading Workshop

While we wait to get started, please 
have a go at the reading questions on 

your table!



How we teach reading in UKS2

Reading forms the first section of every 
English lesson that we do.

Part 1  Reading Fluency  90 words 
within 1 minute on a Year 5/6 level text.

They read to their partner. Their partner 
then reads to them.

Have a go on your own!



1

2

3

4



Part 2  Teach the skill

How we teach reading in UKS2



These are the four core skills to reading:
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These are the four core skills to reading:

How we teach reading in UKS2

Finding out what words mean from reading the text. This is 
without the use of a dictionary or the internet. Children 

need to consider the text/sentences around the word and 
use clues from this to decipher the meaning of any 

unfamilar words.

Find and copy a word from paragraph 2 that has the 
definition, "behaviour which causes physical or mental 
harm to another,"

What does the word 'briskly' suggest about the 
character?



These are the four core skills to reading:
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Finding obvious answers within the text and using it as 
your answer. Using scanning skills to locate key words 

from question.

How many giants has Beowulf killed?

What does Beowulf want to return to the kingdom?

What does Grendel do to his victims?



These are the four core skills to reading:
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Summing up what a text/extract/paragraph of a text is 
about ensuring you include the main points. We 

encourage this as we read a text down the side. This 
helps to locate answers for all other questions.

Summarise the events of the text in one sentence.

Summarise the text by ordering the following events..

a. Grendel slaughtered 30 people. 

b. Hrothgar built Heorot. 

c. Hrothgar tells the tale of creation. 

d. Grendel listened outside the hall. 



These are the four core skills to reading:

How we teach reading in UKS2

Using evidence from the text to explain what is meant 
when the answer is not explicit. We use evidence to 

support the point we are making and will often use a grid 
to do this.

How does Beowulf feel in this extract. Use evidence 
from the text to support your answer.

The Danes were jealous of Beowulf during the 
conversation. How do we know this? Use evidence from 
the text to support your answer. 



How and Why?
During lessons, children are taught the 

strategies that allow them to answer 
different types of questions.

Skimming
Reading quickly to gain an understanding of the 
text. You may not read every word. If you can't 
read or understand a word, you miss it out.

Scanning
Children are taught to identify key words within a 
question, they can then scan for this word within 
the text. Children may look for the initial letter of 
the word or patterns within the word. 

E.g  Possess



How and Why?
During lessons, children are taught the 

strategies that allow them to answer 
different types of questions.

Summarise/Annotate
Pupils can annotate/underline/highlight key 
information within a text to identify the most 
important elements of the extract. They can use 
the 5 W's (who, what, where, when and why) to 
help them create a summary of the text. When 
doing this, they can jot notes down the side of 
the text.



How and Why?
During lessons, children are taught the 

strategies that allow them to answer 
different types of questions.

Point  Evidence  Explain (PEE)
This is a useful strategy for answering inference questions much 
more effectively and quickly. Children are now able to use a grid for 

these questions. These are often '3 mark' questions which 
historically have required lots of writing!

Point Evidence  Explain (if necessary)

He is angry 'The man stomped down the road'



Reading records

We would like all children to read at 
least 3 times a week at home with an 
adult, if possible.

Please sign and date your child's 
reading record every time you read 
with them.



Reading at home together
When reading together at home, there 

are many different ways you can support 
you child's reading and understanding of 

their book.

Suggested questions
Before, during or after reading 
together here are some 
suggested questions you could 
ask. They do not need to be 
written answers, but a 
conversation whilst reading 
together.

There are a list of questions 
which are based on the core 
reading skills.

Reading also supports your child's writing as 
they become creative in their use of 
vocabulary and sentence structures.
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